
Newsletter
Autumn Term 2021

Sharing Excellence 



A message from the CEO -

Mr C W Hobson

Autumn Term 2021 has been incredibly busy yet incredibly productive across all schools 

within the Trust, with developments in curriculum design as well as building upgrades and school 

reviews being focus areas.  In addition to this, Scargill Infant School has had an Ofsted Inspection 
(dated 24th/25th November).  We look forward to reporting the outcome of the inspection in due 

course.

During the Autumn Term our Infant schools have welcomed new cohorts of children and families who 

have started the first year of their education journey.  It has been fantastic to see how the children 
have made a successful transition into school life and also how well they have settled in.   

Managing COVID and ensuring a continuity of education continues to be a focus in all schools.  The 

challenges are now obvious and we have all seen the impact of fluctuations in transmission rates 

both locally and nationally.  I would like to thank all parents and carers once again for supporting 
schools in their work to balance the management of COVID outbreaks with continuing to deliver high 

quality education.

Autumn Term (finally!) saw the new kitchen/dining facility installed and opened at the Upminster site.  

This development is a significant improvement that provides an improved experience for children.  
Meanwhile, a new entrance area at Whybridge Junior School has enhanced both security and the 

experience of visitors to school.  In addition to this, significant works are underway at Scargill Junior 

to replace and upgrade roofing whilst planning permission has been granted to install a new Multi Use 

Games Area (MUGA).  Lastly, all schools now have sensory rooms to support learners, whilst 
Upminster Infant School was able to open its newly refurbished school library.

A variety of consultations have been completed during the Autumn Term.  Consultations to open a 

school led nursery at Scargill Infant School alongside an adjustment to the admission number have 

been completed.  Further details regarding this will be communicated in the Spring Term.  

A final and significant development to report is that a new school will be joining our family of schools.  

An Academy Order has been granted for Shears Green Infant School to join Hornchurch Academy 

Trust.  This will likely be finalised in the Spring Term and will mean that the Trust will consist of 6 

schools.  Further details and updates will be communicated in the new year.

Finally, on behalf of myself and the Board of Trustees, I would like to wish all within our Trust and 

schools community a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  



Scargill Infant School

Supporting Macmillan Year 1 & Year 2 Football 
Festival

Remembrance Day

Year 1 & Year 2 visit to 
Stubbers Adventure Centre



Scargill Infant School
Miss D McGahey - Head of School

It has been a fun and busy Autumn term!  It 
has been great having visitors back in 
school to help us bring the curriculum to life 
for our children.  Thank you to all our 
parents and carers who have supported the 
children for their theme days - the 
costumes have really enabled them to get 
involved.

The children at Scargill Infants, as always, 
never fail to impress me with their attitude 
to learning and enjoyment of trying out new 
things.

This year we have joined the Havering Sports Initiative and so far the 
children have had the opportunity to take part in a football competition 
and visit Stubbers Adventure Centre.  We very much look forward to 
providing the children even more opportunities to take part in different 
activities and working as part of a team.

May I take this opportunity to wish you all a 
Merry Christmas and a joyful 
New Year!

The children in Reception 

have been enjoying their 

topic ‘Celebrations’, 

which included a 

workshop about Diwali.  

They found out about the 

different things and ways 

people celebrate. 

Year 2 received a visit this 

term from Florence 

Nightingale.  The children 

learned about her life during 

Victorian times and the 

impact she had on nursing 

and the sanitation of our 

hospitals.

Year 1 had a great time with 

Carl from Kidz Fit who taught 

them all about keeping fit and 

healthy.

They worked hard individually 

and as a team finding out 

about different exercises.



Scargill Junior School

Nature Club planting 
spring bulbs

Scargill Junior School remembered

Cooking with Mrs Graham

Macmillan Coffee Morning

Empire Windrush 
Workshop

PC Drew and online safety 
workshop

Thames Chase started work on 
the wildlife trail

Year 4 at Colchester Castle

Reindeer Run



Scargill Junior School
Mrs H Graham - Head of School

Year 3 took part in a Diwali workshop, learning 
about the story of Rama and Sita. They all 
created and then performed wonderful dances.

Year 4 visited Colchester Castle. They 
had a jam packed day. 

Year 6 attended  a Windrush Empire 
workshop. The day really enhanced the 
pupils’ understanding of migration.

It is great to be back. This term we have 
started to feel like there is some resemblance 
of normality and have so enjoyed having all 
the pupils in school. We understand that it 
has been and continues to be a worrying time 
but we are thankful for all the support and 
understanding that we receive from the 
parents.

The pupils have got stuck into their work and 
all year groups have enjoyed either being able 
to go out on an educational visit or 
experience an educational visitor in school. 
We hope that in the Spring Term, we will be 
able to continue to give all the pupils even 
more enriching experiences.

l am very excited to share that our Wildlife Trail has begun. We now have a trail that
follows the entire edge of both the junior and infant school fields. We were very
lucky to have a team from Thames Chase come and join us for a couple
of days and now we are set on enhancing the area even further.

We are looking forward to more exciting
projects in the Spring Term.

Year 5 visited RAF Hornchurch Heritage 
centre.



Upminster Infant School

Remembrance Day

Year 1 - labelling the 
human body

Chrome books

Year 2 - Out and about in 
the local community

Year 1 - Toy workshop

Christmas tree festival



Upminster Infant School
Mrs H Lendon - Head of School 

It has been wonderful this term that school 

has begun to look a lot like school life as we 

know it! Thank you to our school community 

that continue to support the school. This was 

evident in the recent Firework event that 

raised a remarkable £16,000 for UIS and 

UJS.

The renovations to the new woodland library have been 

completed. This term we were very lucky to have local author 

Ross Baker in to start of our events to promote reading and the 

children’s love for reading. The children really enjoyed the 

interactive sessions and Ross commented on how well behaved 

and how received he was.

The school was able to donate much valued supplies to St 
Francis Hospice as part of the Harvest festival. The 
Hospice was amazed that the donations kept coming!

Thank you also to all those who once again supported the 
school’s poppy appeal.

The pupils as ever have shown great resilience 

and have continued to flourish. They have 

continued to work hard and have got stuck into 

their work and have shown great enthusiasm. 

They have been able to experience trips out and 

encounter educational visitors into school.



Upminster Junior School

Parents v Staff 
Football match

Y4 Anglo-Saxon 
Art

Anti-bullying workshops Stone Age workshop

Nerf club



Upminster Junior School 
Miss A Edgcombe - Headteacher

It has been yet another busy term here at 

Upminster Juniors.  After months and months of 

planning and preparation, our new dining facility 

was finally installed - and the children got to see 

it live in action as each ‘module’ was craned into 

position.  The pupils voted on a name for the new 

building - and it is now called ‘The Bell Bistro’ -

the school is often fondly referred to as ‘The Bell’, 

commemorating the old Bell Inn which was 

located next to the school site until 1963. 

Curriculum Enrichment
Our pupils have enjoyed many workshops in school this term which 
have supplemented and ‘brought to life’ the learning in the classroom.  
Here are some of our experiences this term.

Y4 Viking Day
Last month, Year 4 experienced an 
Anglo Saxon and Viking Workshop.  The 
children learnt about who the Anglo 
Saxons and Vikings were; how they 
used their weapons; everyday items 
that were used; and carried out a 
reconstruction of the Battle of 
Hastings!

Y3 Hindu Day
To further enhance learning 

in RE, Y3 pupils took part in 

a Hindu workshop - pupils 

got to dress as the three 

Hindu gods (Brahma, 

Vishnu and Shiva), whilst 

learning HIndu stories.  

They then took part in a 

dance workshop and 

practised traditional Indian 

dances.  



Whybridge Junior School

Year 4 roman 
day

Reindeer run 

Roald dahl dayChildren in Need 2021

RAinbow 
Theatre 
Pantomime 
visit 



Whybridge Junior School
Mrs S Warshow - Head of School

As we draw to the end of term, it’s a great 
opportunity to reflect on how much we 
have achieved and to look forward to 
what the spring term has in store.

It has been great to see the children 
returning to some kind of normality, with 
new and exciting curriculum experiences, 
enhanced by a range of clubs, trips and 
visitors. The pupils have also started to 
represent the school again in sporting 
competitions and we are thrilled with 
their success so far.

Next term, our Year 3 & 4 pupils will also 
start to learn to play the violin, which is a 
new experience and one that is fully 
funded by school.

We have also enjoyed welcoming parents back in to the school reception as 
a result of our new secure front entrance area.

Bringing History alive at Whybridge!

PC Drew workshops for Y6

Year 5 Bikeability 

Years 3, 4 & 5 have learnt how to 
be real historians this term, using 
artefacts and research to learn 
many new historical facts.

PC Drew has been helping Year 6 to 
know how to stay safe online, along 
with being good citizens. 

Year 5 have been improving their 
cycling skills this term and have 
completed their Level 1 and 2 
cycling proficiency test. 

I would like to take this opportunity to    
wish all pupils and families a very happy 
Christmas and a peaceful new year!


